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Adib Ben Jebara 
Retired Tunis, Tunisia 

 

Abstract: Observations can be done relying on some elements of theories not explicitly. Good knowledge has 

part of it theories and part of it observations. We are taught to resort to calculations but calculations are only 

part of mathematics and of statistics. There are in some parts of the reality some crossroads of  disciplines that 

the over-specialized people try to ignore. 

Until the beginning of the sixties, there were some deepened thinking and after that people were afraid of 

deepened thinking except for the creation of the internet. Until the beginning of the sixties, there were also 

some big changes outside the Western World but most of them did not lead to successes despite the 

multiplication of empirical studies and because of the lack of realistic theories. The end is much more 

important than the means but any damages have to be considered a part of the end. 
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I. Introduction 
Empirical (from Google): based on, concerned with, or verifiable by observation or experience rather than theory 

or pure logic. There are periods where there iis not much real knowledge so people are not mature enough to test 

their knowledge by observing.. 

There are also periods where people are very keen to observe.  

Experiments and surveys are procedures and collect observations. Observations can be done relying on some 

elements of theories not  explicitly. 

Good knowledge has part of it theories and part of it observations.  

 

II. Main text 
Some theories seem correct but do not match observations. For instance measures to boost an economy may fail 

to produce the expected results. Very simple theories are not good enough to act on reality with most goals. 

A simple theory advises to moderate actions to avoid problems. We are taught to resort to calculations but 

calculations are only part of mathematics and of statistics. Many people do not like the truth and do not stick to 

the correct meaning of the words. 

Most companies of the private sector want studies of which they can quickly take advantage. There are in some 

parts of the reality some crossroads of disciplines that the over-specialized people try to ignore.  I write from my 

experience and not from developing ideas of other people. 

Until the beginning of the sixties, there were some deepened thinking and after that people were afraid of 

deepened thinking except for the creation of the internet. There was may be also the will to solve problems with 

the analysis  of causes recognized  as the mean to solve problems in total quality management. 

A period came where a lot of means were used for results which do not correspond to the needs as the old 

problems remained unsolved.  

That is what the posterity can write about theories. Until the beginning of the sixties, there were also some big 

changes outside the Western World but most of them did not lead to successes despite the multiplication of 

empirical studies and because of the lack of realistic theories. 

 

III. Conclusion 
The end is much more important than the means but any damages have to be considered a part of the end. 

To progress in a work does not exclude incidents and compromises. People at the front line in foundations of 

mathematics  and theoretical physics are not as good as decades ago. 

We are in a time where new ideas are needed even about foundations of sciences. A strategy, for a business, 

compatible with total quality management Is a good strategy. 

A strategy is better if it relies on a philosophy. 
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